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Built Environment Largely
Unchanged; Economy in Decline
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Applied Sustainability
by Design

Sample neighborhood
Sustainable design

City of South Lake Tahoe
Moving toward sustainability
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Big Ideas
• Reconfigure land use patterns to create

walkable Mixed-use centers, nodes and
neighborhoods

• Increase density within walking distance of
transit stops where appropriate

• Reduced dependence on the automobile
by providing increased options for
transportation

• Improvements to service, access and
convenience
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Existing

Residential

Office

Retail
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RTP workshop
red=live

blue=work
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Example Transit-Land
Use Link Strategy

• Components:
– Enhanced “green” transit

connections between Meyers
and Stateline

– Land use clusters that support
transit and reduces trips

– Sustainable designed
development

– Creation and enhancement of
transit facilities

– Managed parking/fees
• Partners/stakeholders:

– Local government
– Regional agencies
– Transit agency(s)/authority(s)
– Private sector partners
– Airport
– CalTrans

T
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Affordable Housing and Green Building
 - 7.2 acre infill site
-  County owns ¼ land
-  mixed use/commercial and

variety of unit types, price points
and tenures

- some commercial along hwy
frontage

-  zoning allows for up to 15 du/ac
with bonus for affordable

 - design a neighborhood where
you would want to live

- land is expensive $40.00/sf
- focus on site design then green

building features
- Include adequate parking,

parks/open space and
stormwater management areas

Sierra Solutions Conference
Darin Dinsmore
darindinsmore@gmail.com

WWW.REGIONALPLANNINGPARTNERS.COM



Sierra Solutions Conference
Darin Dinsmore
darindinsmore@gmail.com

WWW.REGIONALPLANNINGPARTNERS.COM

Sierra Solutions Conference
Darin Dinsmore
darindinsmore@gmail.com

WWW.REGIONALPLANNINGPARTNERS.COM

Factors Affecting Affordability

•  Efficient Use of the Land

•  Small Unit Sizes

•  Balancing Repetition and Variety

•  Building type selection

•  Fee structure

•  Parking Accommodation

•  Diversity of Unit Types
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• Variety of unit types that
respond to the needs of
different households helps
promote affordability.

• Choosing the right type and
size of house, rather than
getting a larger unit that is
too expensive to afford.

Diversity of Unit Types
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HOUSINGHOUSING



Sierra Solutions Conference
Darin Dinsmore
darindinsmore@gmail.com

WWW.REGIONALPLANNINGPARTNERS.COM

Sierra Solutions Conference
Darin Dinsmore
darindinsmore@gmail.com

WWW.REGIONALPLANNINGPARTNERS.COM



Sierra Solutions Conference
Darin Dinsmore
darindinsmore@gmail.com

WWW.REGIONALPLANNINGPARTNERS.COM

Mixed-Mode Main Street - Reinvestment Corridors

Mid-block
crossing

Curb
extension

s

Outdoor
seating areas

Pedestrian
Lighting (low)

Transparent
shopfront
windows

Wide sidewalk

Bike Lane

Streetscape,
street furniture

Stormwater
facilities

designed as a
civic space

Corner
Building

design for
activities
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ActionsActions

Greener Buildings

• LEED™ Public Buildings

• LEED™ Redevelopment and
Community Wide

• GREEN DESIGN BEFORE
TECHNOLOGY
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Greener Large Sites
• District energy
• Solar orientation
• Passive energy solutions
• Urban agriculture
• TDM prioritizing sustainable

modes – Care share
• Sustainable rainwater

management plan
• Solid waste diversion strategy
• Affordability

ActionsActions
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• Incentives for Green Design
• Sustainable Master Planning

leadership on Public Land
• Green Application Priority
• More flexibility, fewer barriers

ActionsActions

Photo by RaeAllen
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• Secondary suites
within buildings
(invisible density)

• Backyard laneway
infill housing
(hidden density)

• Ground oriented
housing
(gentle density)

• Arterial mid-rise
Mixed Use -housing

ActionsActions

Brent Toerian, MCIP
Director of Planning

EcoDensityEcoDensity
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1) Green Infrastructure
-Energy/Resource Usage,
-Waste Reduction & Recycling,
-Water and Stormwater Infrastructure
2) Complete Community
-Neighborhoods, town centers and
nodes, gateways &  enhanced Places
3) Environmentally-Friendly
Transportation
4) Vibrant Economy
5) Diverse Housing
6) Forest Health and Functional Open
Space
7) Community Facilities and Programs
8) Healthy Food System
9) Green Buildings
10) Regeneration/Restoration

Sustainability Principles for the City of South Lake Tahoe
(Summary)
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