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About the Sierra Nevada Geotourism Council 

The Geotourism Council will oversee the Sierra Nevada Geotourism Project. Working with the National Geographic Society, the Geo Council will: 

1.   Encourage community participation in the collection of nominations for the geotourism Web site and print MapGuide. 

2.   Review the nominations and identify themes for the project; advise the National Geographic Society on which nominations to include; and approve the design of the Web site and MapGuide. 

3.   Oversee the MapGuide’s distribution and the Web site’s marketing plan. 

4.   Maintain the Web site and encourage long-term stewardship of the region’s natural, historic and cultural assets. 

The Geo Council’s activity should promote the interests of the Sierra communities, follow good conservation practices and foster responsible economic development. The Council should subscribe to the principles embodied in the Geotourism Charter and in the geotourism definition: 

Tourism that sustains or enhances the geographical character of a place — its environment, heritage, aesthetics, culture and the well-being of its residents. 

Council activities are intended to serve as a catalyst for local communities — to help them discover their own distinctive tourism assets and to provide an economic incentive for protecting them. The Council should monitor sustainability and ensure that tourist capacity is appropriately managed, while still encouraging maximum local benefit from Sierra visitors. Activities might include: 

·   Hosting an annual festival to build local pride and awareness, while garnishing tourism spending in the destination. 

·   Reviewing and providing recommendations on tourism developments. 

·   Serving as a clearinghouse for community-generated geotourism information that is distributed electronically to handheld devices. 

Individual members of the Council should subscribe to the principles of geotourism. Council members should represent a wide range of interests, including historic preservation and natural conservation; tribes and ethnic communities; arts and culture; tourism and destination management; agriculture and local businesses; civic and nonprofit groups; local government and land management.
###
Contact us:   sierrageotourism@sbcouncil.org /   (530) 582-4800

